
Teacher Notes 

READING TIMETABLES 

The first activity could be used as a starter. It should be accessible to students of any ability. 

The second page is a more complicated timetable that you would find online. Some students
might need some explanation initially – especially when services are split across columns. 

Answers are at the end.
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Reading a Timetable 

This is a timetable for a train that goes from Ipswich to London Liverpool Street: 
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Q 

Q 
Looking at the timetable: 

In the railway we use what are known as TIPLOCS (Timing Point Locations) which are a
maximum of 7 characters long to describe places. 

So, for example: 

LIVST is the TIPLOC for Liverpool Street. 

This is a working timetable so looks slightly different to the published timetable that you’ll
fine online or at a station. It is accurate to the nearest 30 seconds and also includes platform
information and the time a train is due to be at junctions. 

The names of the locations might look a bit strange. 

1.What platform does the train go into at Liverpool Street?
2.How long is it due to wait at Shenfield (SHENFLD)?
3.If the train leaves Stratford (STFD) 3 minutes late, what time

would you expect it to arrive at Liverpool Street?

Can you guess where these places are from their TIPLOC name?
1. DRBY
2. BRGHTN
3. NTNG
4. IVRNESS
5. MNCRPIC
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Q 

This is the online published timetable for the same journey: 

1.If you get the 0844 from Ipswich, what time will you get to
London Liverpool Street?

2.If you get to Colchester at 0933, how long will you have to wait
for the next train to Chelmsford?

3.If you get the 0857 from Ipswich, how long will it take to get to
Liverpool Street?

4.If you get the 0900 from Walton-on-the-Naze, what time will
you get into Colchester?

5.How long does the 0849 from Colchester take to get to
Liverpool Street?
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Answers 

DRBY = Derby 
BRGHTN = Brighton 
NTNG = Nottingham 
IVRNESS = Inverness 
MNCRPIC = Manchester Piccadilly 

What platform does the train go into at Liverpool Street? 9 
How long is it due to wait at Shenfield (SHENFLD)? 30 seconds 
If the train leaves Stratford (STFD) 3 minutes late, what time would you expect
it to arrive at Liverpool Street? 1054 

If you get the 0844 from Ipswich, what time will you get to London Liverpool
Street? 1000 
If you get to Colchester at 0933, how long will you have to wait for the next
train to Chelmsford? 9 minutes 
If you get the 0857 from Ipswich, how long will it take to get to Liverpool
Street? 1 hr 20 minutes (80 minutes) 
If you get the 0900 from Walton-on-the-Naze, what time will you get into
Colchester? 0952 
How long does the 0849 from Colchester take to get to Liverpool Street? 1 hr 5
minutes (65 minutes) 
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